THE ISIAND FIDDLER

Cynthia MacLeod
takes home five indi-
vidual awards and a
sixth award as a
member of Fiddlars'
Sans at the recent
P.E.l. Music awards

Christmas came a little
bit early for a rising young
Ndidle player on Prince Ed-
ward Island this year

Cynthia MacLeod, 17, of
Harringron was nominated
for fve individual P EL
Music Awards this year
and vne group award as a
mamber of Fiddlers' Sons.

And ar @ gala awards
sharw Saturday, Nov. 23 ar
the Confederation Centre
of the Arts in Charlorte-
town, this talented teenag-
et won all five of the indi-
widual awards and teok
hioime a sixth with Fiddlers'
Sons

Her individual awards
included: female artist of
the vear, album of the vear,
roots/tradittonal artiss of
the year, instrumental
artist of the year and new
artist of the year. Fiddlers'
Sons, who she jolned carki-
er this year, won for group
of the year

“1 really didn't expect
this,” MacLeod rald The
Guardian newspaper after
the show

It was just unbeliew-
able...the whole thing.
Owerwhelming. | don®
think it's really sunk in
yoL.”

In addition ro moking
several trips vo the awards
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2002 has been a terrific year for poung lsland fiddier Gynihia-

Macleod as she launched ker first OO Wead Ower Heels,

performed bozh oa and off PE]

and won every cafegory inwhich

she wias nominated ab the recent Primce Edward liand muic

awards in Charlatbetown
rx:dlun:..“.al:} eod was one
of the musicians selected
o perform on stage durjng
the show, As well a8 4 set
with Gordon Belsher, she
and Isiand international
Giddling star Ricluard Wi
capped aff the show with a
fantastic set af tunes.

That skx awards were the
cing ot the cake for an ime
pressive break-th Toug h

year for MacLeod, who ks
also a member of the
Cueens County chaprer of
the PLEL Fiddlers Society.
She played in the 72-hour
jam at the East Coast Mu-
sic Awards in Saint John in
February, debuted with
Fiddlers® Sons in March, re-
leased her first album in
May and was the topic of a
television documentary

later in the spring

In addition, she per
formed virmually nom-stop
across LEL and around
the Maritimes at festivals,
concerts. benefits and pri-
Vale CTEagements,

One of these perform-
ances neluded sharing the
stage with legendary Cape
Breton fiddler Buddy Me-
Master and planist Joey
Beaton at a concert in Ce-
tober in castern PLEI

She was also one of only
three Prince Edward 1sland
performers to be invited to
play at Cape Hreton's high-
1y rated Celtic Colours,
also i October, whiere she
reportedly had the audi-
ence jumping out of their
seats with her tunes,

Information off her Wieb
site says that Cynthia, who
ls a Grade 12 student at
Charlottetown Hural high
school and she became in-
terested in musis at the ige
af six when she first took
WP pidn

However. on her 10th
birthday she expressed a
desire to play the fiddle
anif began taking lessons
from the Kathryn Dau-
Schimidt of Hrackley Beach,
PEL

With a3 lintle help from
her dad she began step-
dancing at age 15,

Anyone who would like
fa km'p up-to-date with
Cynthia's latest projeces
cun check out her Web site,
worw. CynthiaMacLeod.co
m. She also welcomes fet
ters ot Cynthia MacLeod,
Winsloe RE#2, Harringron,
PEL, CIE L3,

Not quite

as many
shows, but
good quality

The Prince County Fid-
dlers had o quiet vear in
2002, being very sclective
in their performances,
dut again to the availabil-
ity of players

The group's biggest
show this summer was at
St Mary's Church in Indi-
an River, truly o wonder-
ful place to play

The Prince County Fid-
dlers have been staging
two-hour concerts there
with the Ladies Slipper
Step Dancers and guest
pn:r'l'ﬂnna.-r*‘ in July for the
bast several years

Another of the year's
highlights was the group’s
chance o appear on stage
with the Queeny County
Fiddlers at the Delta Ho
tel for the Sofiworld con
wention,

This wasa short por-
formance, but it was en-
ioved by evervane, and i
was very well put togeth-
er by Ward MacDonald.

The: group dondinuwes o
play at varions manors
and nurding homes in the
Prince County area along
with local festivals and
benefits,

Most recently, the
Prince County Fiddlers
performed their annual
Christmas Concert at the
Summerset Manor in
Summerside on Dec. 2,

The group would like to
wish ull musiclans scross
P.EL 2 veiry happy huli-
day seazon full of music




Another great weekend
for fiddlers in Rollo Bay
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WHAT'S NEW?
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